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“SHRADHANJALI (TRIBUTE)  

TO SHRI DALMIA JI” 
For years to come, February 18, 2009 will be always 
remembered as a sad day in the History of Delhi 
Bridge Association, nay in the History of the 
Development and growth of Birla Group of Industries 
and of course in the  Business world of the glorious 
city of Delhi. For on this day, Shri Murli Dhar Dalmia 
Ji, small in size but giant of a man in wisdom, left for 
his heavenly abode to find peace with The Almighty. 

 
Born in 1908, in Suratgarh, a small village in 
Rajasthan, Murli, as known in the family, at the age 
10, when most boys and girls are learning to sleep 
alone in bed, began his career as in-charge of Hatiya 
(small trade) in Chanpatiya, a small town in Bihar 
where his uncle had a business. But after a year or so 
he returned to Surajgarh to finish his basic 
education. Making rapid progress, he finished his 
schooling by the time he was 16 when he got a call 
from his Nanaji (Maternal Uncle), to join as a clerk in 
one of the Birla Mills at Birlapur, 25 miles away from 
Kolkata. Sharp in mind and a keen observer, Murli 
Dhar Ji realized that to grow his career he needed to 
master every situation. So he amazed everyone by 
requesting to begin his career by doing a coolies’ job 
for some time. By dint of hard work and by displaying 
outstanding ability for innovation it was not long 
before he caught the eye of Shri Ghanshyam Das Ji 
Birla, the mentor of Birla Group of Industries.  
 

What catapulted Murli Dhar Dalmia Ji into the 
higher echelons of Birla Group was the challenging 
task of converting an old store in Birla Jute Mills 
into another White Way Ladlaw, a store at par with 
Army and Navy and Hall and Anderson Stores of 
Kolkata, visited by elite of the elite and the British 
Ladies. 
No body really knows as to when Murli Dhar Dalmia 
Ji took to playing Bridge but surely his love for the 
game must have been sparked by the Burra Sahibs 
of Kolkata. Early in life he had displayed immense 
maturity in tacking complex issues by adopting 
logical reasoning and quick calculations. These two 
characteristics enabled him to soon compete with 
the best in the game. Later, as a Duplicate Bridge 
grew in the country, the game found a new patron in 
him. He sponsored teams and encouraged many 
players in Delhi. Winner of many tournaments both 
in pairs and team events, he kept his interest alive 
in the game till the very end.  
Murl Dhar Dalmia Ji, took over as the President of 
the Delhi Bridge Association (DBA) in early sixties 
and guided the fortunes of the Association for well 
over three decades. Under his stewardship the 
Association became the first in the country to own 
its own playing premises. Dalmia Ji, as popularly 
called in the Bridge Circles was able to persuade 
the Times Group to start a New National Event, 
Shrimati Rama Jain Pairs tournament. Run on a 
format to encourage players at the grass root levels 
the event every year throws new players of merit. 
Thanks to the efforts of Dalmia Ji, The Hindustan 
Times Group looks after the weekly events at the 
DBA Building through sizable grants. 
While his love for Bridge in the world of sports was 
unmatched his love for Wrestling, a sport in which 
India has produced international medal winners was 
equally unfailing. As chief executive of Birla Cotton 
and Spinning Mills he nurtured and sponsored the 
Late Guru Hanuman Akhara. 
Shri Murli Dhar Dalmia Ji, will be greatly missed by 
the Sports Fraternity of Delhi. 

-By S.N. Mathur, Delhi Bridge Association 
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NOTRUMP DEFENSE (PART – 6)  
Last month we discussed one of the popular convention for Notrump defense against strong NT - DONT. We 
continue our discussion further with another very popular defense - WOOLSEY.  

F)  WOOLSEY DEFENSE TO 1NT: 
Woolsey defense to 1NT was devised by Mr. Christopher Woolsey (popularly knows as Kit Woolsey) who is 
the author of many bridge books and originator of many bridge conventions. Woolsey defense is generally 
played against opponents’ strong 1NT opening bid. This is because Woolsey defense doesn’t use a penalty 
double and you certainly want penalty double available against weak NT. Woolsey defense can be used in 
direct seat and/or balancing seat as per the partnership understanding.  

Woolsey defense allows you to enter the auction with many single suiter or two-suiter hands with distinction 
in suit lengths for major and minor suits. This is the main reason that we prefer Woolsey against strong NT. 
The following is the mechanism of this convention: 

 Dbl – Shows a 4-card major and a longer minor. 
 2C – Shows both majors (same as Landy 2C), generally 5-5 but minimum 5-4. 
 2D – Shows a single suiter major, 6-carder H/S. 
 2H – Shows two suiter hand with 5+ hearts and a minor suit of 4+ cards. 
 2S – Shows two suiter hand with 5+ spades and a minor suit of 4+ cards. 
 2N – Shows both minors or strong hand with any two suits. 
 3 any – Natural. 

Responses and Rebids after Woolsey Double:  
If 1NT opener’s partner is quiet, the responder can use the following structure: 

 Pass – rare, to play for penalties. 
 2C – Pass or correct. Asks overcaller to bid 2D with diamond suit otherwise pass. Over 2D, 2H is pass 

or correct, to play in doubler’s major suit. 
 2D – asks doubler to show his major suit. After 2H/S bid showing the major suit, 2NT bid by doubler’s 

partner is a game try with good support for the major suit. 
 2H/S/3C/D – Natural to play. 
 3H/S – Natural, good suit and invitational to game. 
 2N – Artificial relay, shows a good hand with game interest and asks for the description of the hand: 

- 3C/D shows minimum hand with the minor suit. 
- 3H/S shows the major suit and maximum hand, minor suit is not known. 

If 1NT opener’s partner intervenes, 2NT bid asks for the minor suit and double says desire to defend. 

Responses and Rebids after Woolsey 2C/D/H/S bids:  
 After 2C – showing both majors, we suggest same structure as for Landy 2C. 
 After 2D – showing one major, response structure can be same as for multi 2D opening bid. 

- 2H, is pass or correct. After overcaller bids 2S, 2NT shows a good hand and game try. 
- 2S to play, if the major suit is spade. However has a good heart fit and can play 3H/4H . 
- 2NT relay, overcaller bids 3C to show good hand and 3D/H shows H/S suit with minimum. 
- 3H, preemptive to play in overcaller’s major suit. 

 After 2H/S – showing H/S and a minor suit, following response structure can be used: 
- 2S after 2H, is natural to play. 
- 2NT asks for the minor suit. 
- Rest natural. 

Woolsey defense to 1NT is becoming very popular and is highly recommended for all serious partnerships. 

 (Contributed by Sudhir Aggarwal)  
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Local Bridge News & Results – Feb 2009 
Delhi Bridge Association  

Tuesday Pairs Event – Results 
03/02/2009 – 16 Tables 
NS 1: Prakash Bhandari – Pradeep Singh        55.90% 
NS 2: R.C. Tandan – Mira Khorana       55.86% 
NS 3: Suraj Jain – Brig. D.N. Khanna       55.65% 
EW 1: R.C. Consul – A. Mandal        68.92% 
EW 2: A.K. Jha – Arun Jain        61.28% 
EW 2: S.K. Jain – V.B. Gupta        59.38% 

10/02/2009 – 13 Tables 
NS 1: Col. S.P. Arvind – Sunil Malhotra       62.33% 
NS 2: Dr. Nikita Kamal – Amarjit Wadhawan  61.03% 
NS 3: Narvir Singh – Sheena Khorana       57.99% 
EW 1: S.K. Syal – Daya Dhaon        60.42% 
EW 2: Arun Jain – A.K. Jha        58.68% 
EW 3: Sanjay Shrivastava – G.D. Roy       57.25% 

17/02/2009 – 14 Tables 
NS 1: Suraj Jain – Brig. D.N. Khanna       59.85% 
NS 2: Raghubir Jasuja – Mrs. Asha Surana     58.47% 
NS 3: Dr. Nikita Kamal – Amarjit Wadhawan  57.94% 
EW 1: Sanjay Shrivastava – Subodh Jain       65.72% 
EW 2: P.C. Gupta - A.K. Jha        60.38% 
EW 3: K.B. Sikand – Col. B.L. Anand       57.51% 

24/02/2009 – 11 Tables 
NS 1: Col. B.L. Anand – R. Parasrampuria      64.73% 
NS 2: T.N. Tiku – G. Singh        58.74% 
EW 1: Mukesh Shivdasani – Sangram Guha    66.46% 
EW 2: T.C. Pant – D.K. Mutreja        64.04% 
 
 

DBA – Hindustan Times 
Saturday Team Event – Results 

07/02/2009 – No game due to Bhartia Tourney 

14/02/2009 – 10 Teams  
1. N.K. GUPTA – (N.K. Gupta, Manish Bahuguna, 

Sudhir Aggarwal, Vinod Sharma ) 
2. ALPHA – (Daya Dhaon, S.K. Agarwal, S. 

Behuria, Ved Prakash, Y.P. Punj, S.K. Syal) 

21/02/2009 – 9 Teams  
1. FRIENDS – (Ravi Sawhney, R. Nanda, Namit 

Sharma, Paresh Gupta, Amarjit Wadhawan)  
2. SHAM SHARMA – (Sham Sharma, Sunil Bhatia,  

A.K. Jha, Rajesh Jain, D.K. Mutreja, R.C. Consul) 

28/02/2009 – 12 Teams  
1. MUT - (V.K. Mutreja, V.N. Puri, R. Chakravarty, 

Mrs. Shashi Jain) ) 
2. CEN. SEC. CLUB - (S.K. Agarwal, Y.P. Punj, S.R. 

Malhotra, S.K. Syal)  

AILBA Friday Pairs - Results 

06/02/2009 – No game due to Bhartia Tourney  

13/02/2009 – 8 Tables  

NS 1: Mrs. Sahashi Jain – Sangram Guha         59.9% 
NS 2: Mrs. Nariko Watanabe – N.K. Jain         59.3%  
EW 1: Mrs. Sushma Gupta – Ujjwal Gupta        61.5%  
EW 2: Mrs. Madhu (RK) Agarwal–PK Rajgariah  57.4% 

20/02/2009 – Team of Four - 8 Teams  

1. S.K. Agarwal, Dr. R.L. Sanghi, Ujjwal Gupta, Mrs. 
Sushma Gupta 

2. Dr. H.S. Gupta, Murli Manohar, Mrs. Rajeshwari 
Gupta, Ms. Poonam Datta 

3. P.K. Rajgariah, Mrs. Madhu (RK) Agarwal, Neeraj 
Khurana, Mrs. Khurana 

27/02/2009 – 12 Pairs  

1. Mrs. S.Bansidhar-Mrs. Madhu(SK) Agarwal 60.4%  
2. R.N. Palit – Sunil Malhotra          57.0% 

- Reported by Mrs. Shashi Jain, Secretary LBA 
 

TRIALS for RAMA JAIN  
The trials for selecting the Pair for representing Delhi 
in the All India TIMES NATIONAL OPEN PAIRS 
Tournament for RAMA JAIN Trophy was held on 15th 
Feb 2009 at Delhi Bridge Association. 

18 Pairs (9 Tables) participated in the trials and 
played 9 rounds (2 boards per round) with scrambled 
Mitchell movement. The Final Results: 

1. Manish Bahuguna - N.K. Gupta  64.81% 
2. A.K. Jha – Joyjit Sen Sarma  59.03% 
3. Daya Dhaon – N.K. Jain  55.09% 
4. Prof. S.C. Gupta – Mrs. Mani Gupta 54.40% 
5. P.C. Gupta – D.K. Tewari  54.17% 

The pair of Manish Bahuguna – N.K. Gupta will 
represent Delhi in the All India Rama Jain 
Tournament, held at Delhi on 7th & 8th Mar 2009. 

Vasant Vihar Club  
Pairs Bridge Tournament 

32 Pairs (16 Tables) participated in the monthly 
Vasant Vihar Club tournament held on 1st February 
2009. The results: 

1. A.K. Upadhyay – A. Wadera      68.94% 
2. D.D. Gulhati – Mrs. Kunti Thakur     60.80% 
3. S.A. Bijlani – C.P. Mittal      59.47% 
4. Dr. R.L. Sanghi – J.B. Sengupta     58.71% 
5. Mrs. Shashi Jain – R. Chakravarty     58.33% 
6. Mrs. Asha Surana – R.S. Jasuja     56.82% 

- Reported by Mr. Amarjit Wadhawan 
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XXIII ALL INDIA SETH 
SHRINIWAS LOHIA MEMORIAL 

BRIDGE TOURNAMENT 
Kanpur Bridge Association organized the 23rd All 
India Seth Shriniwas Lohia Memorial Bridge 
Tournament, under the auspices of Bridge Federation 
of India, at the Ganges Club, Arya Nagar, Kanpur 
from 19th Feb to 22nd Feb 2009. The results were: 

OPEN TEAM Event: 

WINNERS: Koushik, Hyderabad - P Sudhakar Rao, 
Alok Daga, Shankar Prasad Ghosh, Chandra Sekhar 
Majumder, Samir Basak. 
RUNNERS: Kamalesh Gupta - Kamalesh Gupta, 
Kajal Das, Prabir Paul, Joy Narayan Roy, Aniruddha 
Bhattacharya. 

SEMI-FINAL LOSER:  

Dhampur Sugar Mills - Ashok Goel, Kamal 
Mukherjee, Pritish Kushari, Sumit mukherjee, 
Bhabesh Saha, Debabrata Majumder 

Col K K Sabrewal -  Prakash Bhandari, K K 
Sabrewal, S M Moin, Tapas Mukherjee 

QUARTER-FINAL LOSER: 

Arun Jain - Arun Jain, K Krishna Kumar, P C Gupta, 
K Bhattacharya, R S Jasuja, Asha Surana. 
A Banerjee's IV - Amal Roy, Ashok Biswas, R N 
Kundu, S Ghosh, A Banerjee, Babhru Bahan Bose. 
Ranjit Bose's IV - Ranjit Bose, Ashim Mukherjee, 
Sukamal Das, Amit Pal, Birendra Nath Dey. 
SPSBA - Kailaspat Newatia, S K Koushik, B N Batra, 
B N Prahladka, P K Halder, P Chakraborty 
 
OPEN PAIRS EVENT – Results  

1. Kingshuk Bhattacharya - P C Gupta 
2. Prabir Paul - Aniruddha Bhattacharya 
3. Pritish Kushari - Debabrata Majumder 
4. Ashok Goel - Kamal Mukherjee 
5. A K Garg - Om Hari Agarwal 
6. Sanjib Majumder - Samir Pal 

Board– a– Match EVENT 
WINNERS: Dhampur Sugar Mills  - Ashok Goel, 
Kamal Mukherjee, Pritish Kushari, Sumit Mukherjee, 
Bhabesh Saha, Debabrata Majumder  

RUNNERS: Shree Cement - Manas Mukherjee, 
Subrata Saha, Rana Roy, Swarnendu Banerjee  

3rd: Central Sec ( Delhi) - S R Gupta, S R Malhotra, 
Y P Punj, Shyam Lal  

 

- Reported by Pranab (Ranju) Bhattacharjee (CTD) 
   
 

  
 

Calcutta Bridge Club 
Golden Jubilee Celebration 

The Calcutta Bridge Club Golden Jubilee Celebration 
Tournament was held at Khudiram Anushilan Kendra, 
Eden Gardens, Kolkata from 26th February to 1st 
March 2009.  

The Organising Committee felicitated 5 great Bridge 
players for their contribution to Indian Bridge. The  
Bridge Legends are Anand Mehta, Shantanu Ghose, 
Samir Kumar Ghosh (Gora da), Rabi Roy & Sukha 
Ranjan Ghosh.  

Total 40 Teams participated. After playing  9 rounds 
(10 boards each) of Swiss leage, the TOP 8 teams 
qualified for the 3*10 boards quarter-finals. The 1st to 
3rd ranked teams had choice to pick-up their 
opponent from among 5th to 8th ranked teams.  

In the QFs, Khoka da beat Jesus (Asit Kundu, Ajay 
Sengupta, P K Ganguly, Subal Bhattacharya, Ashok 
Banerjee) by 89-48 (CO: 4-0, 30-14, 3-29, 52-5); 
Alok Daga beat MMRMC (Prabir Kumar Bera, Swapan 
Ghosh, Sambhu Nath Ghosh, Biswajit Poddar, 
Satyabrata Mukherjee, Pinaki Prasad Khan) by 71-27 
(CO: 0-3, 23-11, 3-12,  45-1); Sunil Machhar beat 
Prakash Bhandari (Prakash Bhandari, P C Gupta, 
Goutam Das, Sanat Saha, Pranay Majumder, S 
Bhattacharya ) by 75-25 (5-15, 37-1, 33-9) and 
Shree Cement beat Dhampur Sugar Mills (Ashok 
Goel, Kamal Mukherjee, Pritish Kushari, Badal Das, 
Sumit Mukherjee, Debabrata Majumder ) by 64-46 
(20-20, 30-9, 14-17). 

In the 3*12 boards Semi-finals, Khoka da (Ajay 
Bagaria, Gobinda Singha, Lalit Mihanka, Asish 
Malhotra,  Amit Chakraborty, S P Chatterjee) lost to 
Shree Cement by 76-62 (32-11, 30-24, 14-27) 
whereas Alok Daga beat Sunil Machhar (Sunil 
Machhar, Arun Bapat, V M Lal, R Bhiwandkar, Gopi 
Nath Manna, Pranab Bardhan) by 95-52  (34-18, 43-
12, 18-22).  

In a one-sided 4*14 boards final, Shree Cement 
(Manas Mukherjee, Rana Roy, Subrata Saha, 
Subir Majumder, Swarnendu Banerje, Amar 
Nath Banerjee) beat Alok Daga (Alok Daga, 
Jagadish Biswas, Snehasish Roy, Pranab Roy, Sandip 
Dutta, Kaustabh Nandi) by 155-47 (42-17, 57-30, 
56-0, WO). Daga’s team conceded the match in the 
fourth session. 

The winners of the Open Pair event were: 

1. V M Lal - R Bhiwandkar       60.10% 
2. P C Gupta - Prakash Bhandari      58.84 
3. C S Majumder - Samir Basak       57.26 
4. Pritish Kushari - Debabrata Majumder      56.95 
5. Ram Krishna Majumder - Arup Dutta      55.66 
6. Sivapriya Ghosh - Sowmik Das      54.95 

There was excellent electronic media coverage on all 
4 days of the tournament with CNNIBM, TV18 and all 
local TV channels broadcasting the news daily. 
Heartiest Congratulations and thanks to Bivas Todi, 
Debasish Roy and Saila Ranjan Das for their hard 
work in making the tournament a great success. 

-Reported by Pranab (Ranju) Bhattacharjee (CTD) 
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Dr. K. M. Shah Cavendish Ahmedabad 2009 

The Dr. K.M. Shah Cavendish 2009 was organized 
at Ahmedabad from 30th Jan to 1st Feb 2009. The 
ambience of the fantastic AANTAR KSHITJ venue 
has to be seen to believe.  

32 Pairs were invited by the organizers to participate 
in the all-play-all Cavendish. As per the format, each 
pair played 3-boards against all the other 31 
opponents (total 93 boards). 18 rounds were played 
on Day-1 & 13 on Day-2.  

The tournament was inaugurated on 30th evening by 
Mr. Geet Sethi - the eminent Billiard wizard of India 
who belongs to Ahmedabad. After the inauguration 
ceremony each pair was auctioned. The highest bid 
was placed on the formidable pair of Sunit Chokshi – 
K.R. Venkatraman. Jaggy Shivdasani who was playing 
in a major Indian tournament after a long time was 
another attraction and was sold at the next best price 
partnering with Rajesh Dalal. 

At Lunch break on 31st Jan, 8 rounds (24 boards) 
were completed and it was the pair of Anand Samant 
– Milind Athavale, who was auctioned only for a mere 
Rs. 35,000, leading the pack with 65 IMPs. The top 6 
pairs were: 

1. Anand Samant – Milind Athavale 65 IMPs 
2. V.M. Lal – Raju Bhiwandkar  59 
3. Ajit Chakradeo – Janak Shah  51 
4. R. Sreekrishnan – R. Krishnan 50 
5. Joyjit Sen Sarma – A.K. Jha  47 
6. Jaggy Shivdasani – Rajesh Dalal 39 

It was an interesting statistics that only 11 out of the 
32 pairs had positive scores at lunch time.  

Anand – Milind continued their good work after lunch 
as well and at tea break (after 12 rounds) with a 
score of 87 IMPs they were 16 IMPs ahead to their 
nearest rival Lal - Bhiwandkar on 71 IMPs. The 13th 
round saw a slight change in the 2nd position with 
Jaggy – Rajesh pushing Lal- Bhiwandkar to 3rd 

position, but they regained their 2nd position back in 
the next round itself.  

Finally when the day’s proceedings came to a close 
after 18 rounds, the leaders were: 

1. Anand Samant – Milind Athavale      107 IMPs 
2. V.M. Lal – Raju Bhiwandkar  84 
3. Jaggy Shivdasani – Rajesh Dalal 79 
4. Joyjit Sen Sarma – A.K. Jha  78 
5. R. Sreekrishnan – R. Krishnan 77 
6. R.A. Agarwal – Archie Sequeira 50 
7. Ajit Chakradeo – Janak Shah  46 
8. Vinay Desai – Suhas Vaidya  20 
9. R. Venkatesh – Arvind Srinivasan 11 
10. Arvind Vaidya – Prakash Hegde   8 

At the end of day there were 14 plus and 18 minus 
scores. The revealation was the consistent 
performance of the dark horses Joyjit Sen Sarma – 
A.K. Jha from Delhi. Throughout the day they 
maintained their ranking not below 6th position. 

The next day started with players and kibitzers 
thinking of only one question. Can some one catch 
the leaders who were going great guns from the word 
go and never relinquished their top position. 

When players broke for the tea break at the end of 22 
rounds, there were only a few surprises. Anand – 
Milind were still leading with 132 IMPs, Sree Krishnan 
– Kista jumped 3 places up to 2nd position with a 
score of 79. Lal-Bhiwandkar slipped one position 
down to 3rd place with 79 IMPs, Joyjit – Jha 
maintained their 4th position with 69 but Jaggy – 
Rajesh slipped from 3rd position to 5th with 67 IMPs. 

At lunch time (after 26 rounds), the leaders were: 

1. Anand Samant – Milind Athavale      124 IMPs 
2. V.M. Lal – Raju Bhiwandkar  99 
3. Jaggy Shivdasani – Rajesh Dalal 73 
4. R.A. Agarwal – Archie Sequeira 68 
5. Joyjit Sen Sarma – A.K. Jha  67 
6. R. Sreekrishnan – R. Krishnan 67 
7. Vinay Desai – Suhas Vaidya  48 
8. Ajit Chakradeo – Janak Shah  41 

The round 29 saw Anand – Milind with 113 IMPs 
losing their top spot and being overtaken by Lal – 
Bhiwandkar with 115. But in round 30, Lal – 
Bhiwandkar lost their match against Ajit Chakradeo – 
Janak Shah by 5 IMPs, whereas  Anand - Milind  drew 
with Anil Padhye – Raju Tolani and that allowed 
Anand – Milind to take the TOP position again with 
113 with Lal- Bhiwandkar in 2nd spot with 110. 

The last round pitted the leaders Anand – Milind 
against one of the toughest opponents Jaggy 
Shivdasani – Rajesh Dalal, whereas Lal – Bhiwandkar 
played against R. Venkatesh – Arvind Srinivasan. 
Could there be chances of an upset for the leaders?  

When the results of the last round came, Jaggy – 
Dalal had beaten the leaders by 5 IMPs but as luck 
would have been, Lal – Bhiwandkar also lost their 
match by 6 IMPs and thus ANAND SAMANT – 
MILIND ATHAVALE became the winners of the 
Cavendish 2009. Lal – Bhiwandkar were 2nd. The 
final results: 

1. Anand Samant – Milind Athavale     108 IMPs 
2. V.M. Lal – Raju Bhiwandkar    104 
3. R. Sreekrishnan – R. Krishnan      82 
4. Jaggy Shivdasani – Rajesh Dalal      80 
5. Ajit Chakradeo – Janak Shah      75 
6. Vinay Desai – Suhas Vaidya      72 
7. R.A. Agarwal – Archie Sequeira      51 
8. Joyjit Sen Sarma – A.K. Jha               40 
9. Ariz Anklesaria - Parimal Vahalia      23 
10. R. Venkatesh - Arvind Srinivasan      20 

The 2-days tournament was an exhilarating 
experience coutesy the organizers (the chief architect 
being Mr. Sunit Chokshi), who had taken enough care 
to have live vu-graph on BBO as well as live round-
by-round scores on website for the Bridge Fraternity. 

- Reported by Editor 
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Mohanlal Bhartia Memorial Grand Prix Bridge 2009 

The All India Mohanlal Bhartia Memorial Grand 
Prix Bridge Championship 2009 was organized by 
the India Glycols Limited under the auspices of 
Bridge Federation of India at Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
New Delhi from 5th to 8th Feb 2009.  

TEAM OF FOUR EVENT: 
48 Teams participated in the Team of Four event, 
which constituted of 10 rounds of Swiss league (of 10 
boards each) after which the TOP 8 teams qualified 
for the knock-out quarter-final stage. 

At the end of Day-1, 6 rounds of the Team of Four 
event were played and the TOP position holders were: 
ALPHA - 114 VPs; JESUS’s IV – 112; SOUMITRA – 
111; B.C. MONDAL’S IV - 110; PROMILA SARAF, 
SPARTANS & INDIA GLYCOLS LTD. all with 106; and 
SHREE CEMENT – 104. 

The remaining 4 rounds of the Team of Four event 
were played on Day-2 and the following TOP 8 teams 
qualified for the Quarter-Finals: 
1. SHREE CEMENT   - 183 VPs 
2. SOUMITRA   - 182  
3. H & R INDIA   - 181 
4. INDIA GLYCOLS LTD.  - 175 
5. TEXAN ACES   - 174 
6. JESUS’s IV   - 172 
7. ALPHA    - 169 
8. KAMLESH GUPTA’S IV  - 168  

PROMILA SARAF (167) & MAYA MEERA SNEHA (166) 
just missed the quarter-final berths. FORMIDABLES 
(160), TOLANI SHIPPING LTD. (160), TRAMBAK 
RUBBERB (157), DHAMPUR SUGAR MILLS (155), 
ARUN JAIN (155), and PODDAR DEVELOPERS (155) 
were some of the TOP non-qualifier teams. 

The TOP 4 teams had the privilege of choosing their 
opponents and the line up for the 3*12 board 
quarter-final was: 

T-1: SHREE CEMENT (#1) Vs.  ALPHA (#7) 
T-2: SOUMITRA (#2) Vs.  JESUS’s IV (#6) 
T-3: H & R INDIA (#3) Vs.KAMLESH GUPTA'S IV (#8) 
T-4: INDIA GLYCOLS LTD. (#4) Vs.TEXAN ACES (#5) 

2 sessions of the quarter-finals were played on Day-2 
and the last session was played on Day-3 morning.  

Shree Cement beat Alpha (Daya Dhaon, S.K. Syal, 
S.R. Malhotra, Y.P. Punj, Sanat K. Saha, Prasun Kr. 
Mukherjee) by 85-61 (CO: 8-0, 25-14, 32-23, 20-
24); Soumitra beat Jesus’s IV (Kanan Mondal, Ajay 
Sengupta, Snehasis Roy, Debasis Roy, Pranab Roy) 
by 47-37 (CO: 8-0, 24-14, 2-8, 13-15); H & R India 
beat Kamlesh Gupta’s IV (Kamlesh Gupta, Alok Daga, 
Mrs. Rita Chokshi, Suman Sengupta, Kaustav Nandi, 
Sankar Prasad Ghose) by 63-48 (23-1, 11-32, 29-15) 
and India Glycols Ltd. (Hemant Jalan, S. Dang, A.N. 
Banerjee, Sarnendu Banerjee, Keyzad Anklesaria, 
Uttam Gupta) lost to Texan Aces by 47-98 (3-52, 
17-22, 29-24, Pen: 2-0).   

The line up for the 3*16 boards semi-finals was 
SHREE CEMENT Vs TEXAN ACES and SOUMIITRA Vs. 
H & R INDIA.  

Both the semi-finals turned out to be very interesting. 
In the first semi-final, SHREE CEMENT beat TEXAN 
ACES (G. Venkatesh, J.M. Shah, S. Sunderram, P. 
Sridhar, B. Prabhakar, Rajeshwar Tewari) by 90-82 
(23-40, 33-12, 34-30). Shree Cement led with only 4 
IMPs before the last-16 boards and managed to take 
the last set by another 4 Imps to beat their 
opponents by mere 8 IMPs. 

The 2nd semi-final was equally interesting. The first  
set was comfortably won by H & R but Soumitra were 
able to recover the deficit and were only trailing by an 
IMP when players set for the last set. However the 
last set belonged to Soumitra and finally they beat  H 
& R INDIA (C.R. Badrinath, K. Krishnakumar, N.R. 
Kirubakaramoorthy, R. Krishnan) by 115-98 (22-45, 
56-34, 37-19). 

In the 4*16 boards Team of Four final, SHREE CMENT 
team met SOUMITRA team. There was a semblance 
of fight till the 2nd set but then Soumitra team bowed 
out to the power of their opponents withdrawing 
without playing the final set. The final score in favor 
of SHREE CEMENT was 142-88 (51-21, 39-43, 52-24, 
WD). 

Heartiest Congratulations to the SHREE CEMENT 
Team comprising of Manas Mukherjee, Rana 
Roy, Subroto Saha, Subir Majumder, V.M. Lal 
and R. Bhiwandkar for winning the Team of Four 
event and to the Runners-up SOUMITRA team 
comprising of S Suhas Vaidya, Vinay Desai, 
Sapan Deasi and Kaustubh Bendre 

There were prizes for the TOP-4 unseeded teams and 
they were won by: 

1. PROMILA SARAF – (Mrs. Promila Saraf, P. 
Sudhakara Rao, B. Venkateswarlu, Narayan Iyer, 
Sankar Acharya, Biman Chatterjee) 

2. GARDEN CITY – (T.R. Krishnan, N. Prakasam, 
Shyam Sunder, Sanyal, Manoj Kumar, C.M. 
Kulkarni) 

3. HYBRID – (Sanjay Gupta, Ajay Kadian, M.R. 
Goyal, Anil Bharihoke, R.N. Gupta) 

4. COL. SABHARWAL’s TEAM – (Col. K.K. Sabharwal, 
A.K. Kundu, S.M. Moin, S. Lahiri) 

OPEN PAIRS EVENT: 
The 1st session of the 1st elimination round started on 
Day-2 evening. 112 Pairs participated in the 2-
Session 1st elimination round of the OPEN PAIRS. The 
pairs were put in 4 sections of 14 Tables each and 
played 22 boards in each session. Sections “A” & “B” 
played one set of boards and “C” & “D” played 
another set of boards. The toppers of elimination-1 
were: 
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COMBINED “A” & “B” - 

1. VIJAY GOEL – SUKAMAL DAS     - 611.09 
2. P. BARDHAN – P.S. MUKHERJEE    - 593.00 
3. R. SRIDHARAN – AJAY KHARE    - 579.57 

COMBINED “C” & “D” - 

1. VINOD SHARMA – SUDHIR AGGARWAL - 556.67 
2. SANGRAM GUHA – D.K. REWARI    - 546.64 
3. BADAL DAS – S. MUKHERJEE        - 543.93 

The TOP 23 each from combined sections “A” & “B” 
and combined sections “C” & “D” along with the best 
24th ranked score out of all the sections qualified for 
the 2nd elimination round. They were joined by the 11 
losing quarter-finalists pairs from the team of four 
event plus 2 sponsor pairs in the 2nd elimination 
round. The 60 Pairs played in 2 sections of 15 tables 
each in the 2-session 2nd elimination round and the 
TOP 27 pairs qualified for the finals.  

The top ranking pairs in the 2nd elimination round 
were: 

1. B.SATYANARAYANA–K.R.VENKATRAMAN - 572.43 
2. SANDIP DUTTA – J. BISWAS      - 559.72 
3. PARESH GUPTA - AMARJIT      - 542.17 
4. UTTAM GUPTA – KEYZAD ANKLESARIA   - 535.02 

In the OPEN PAIRS final, THE 27 qualifiers were 
joined by 4 losing semi-finalist pairs from Team of 
four event and one sponsor pair. The 32 Pairs played 
an all-play-all final of 62 boards in 2 sessions. 
Barometric scoring was used. After the 1st session 
(32 boards) the leaders were: 

1. PRANAB BARDHAN–PARTHA S MUKHERJEE - 312.50  
2. DIPAK PODDAR – JITU SOLANI       - 286.50  
3. B.SATYANARAYANA–K.R. VENKATRAMAN    - 283.00  
4. K. KRISHNAKUMAR – R. KRISHNAN      - 282.50 
5. ALOKE SADHU – A.B. CHAKRAVARTI      - 276.00 
6. DEBASISH BOSE – PRONOB ROY      - 269.00 

Bardhan – Mukherjee were on TOP till the 27th round 
but Krishnakumar – Krishnan took the lead on the 
28th round and maintained it for the next 3 rounds to 
emerge the winners of the Pairs event. The TOP 
ranked pairs were: 

1. K. KRISHNAKUMAR – R. KRISHNAN      - 553.73 
2. PRANAB BARDHAN–PARTHA S MUKHERJEE - 543.77 
3. B. SATYANARAYANA–K.R. VENKATRAMAN   - 523.97 
4. DIPAK PODDAR – JITU SOLANI       - 520.97 
5. DEBASISH BOSE – PRONOB ROY       - 520.03 
6. R. SRIDHARAN – AJAY KHARE        - 512.50 
7. UTTAM GUPTA – KEYZAD ANKLESARIA       - 493.77 
8. PARESH GUPTA – AMARJIT        - 492.50 
9. G. VENKATESH - J.M. SHAH        - 490.93 
10. ALOKE SADHU – A.B. CHAKRAVARTI       - 483.97 

2 Pairs consolation events were also played on the 
last day. The winner of 1st Consolation was P. 
SUDHAKAR RAO – S.P. GHOSH with 67.50%. D. 
MAZUMDER – G. MANNA with 58.33% was 2nd. In the 
2nd Consolation, the winnwe was D. MAZUMDER – 
TAPAS MUKHERJEE with 66.14% and 2nd was 
D.P.BHATTACHARYA – S . BHATTACHARYA with 
62.27%. 

The tournament ended with a Prize giving ceremony. 

- Reported by Editor 

KJ Seetharaman Bridge 
Tournament 2009 

The K.J Seetharaman tourney - the most 
prestigious and attractive tournament of Chennai 
was held from 31st Jan to 2nd Feb 2009. The 
results were as follows: 

TEAM OF FOUR DUPLICATE: 
 
WINNERS - KOUSHIKS TEAM (P.  SUDHAKAR 
RAO, SRINIVASULU REDDY, P.NARAYAN 
IYER, KALYANI ISVARAN , V.  
SURYANARAYANAN (PSYCHE) 

RUNNER UP - CHENNAI ONLINE (L 
SUBRAMANIAN, N. PERIASAMY, 
L.RAVICHANDRAN C.RANGARAJAN, NIRMAL 
KUMAR JAIN, SANDEEP DANG) 

3rd - BANGALORE BOYS (SHANKARA 
NARAYANAN, V S RAJAMANI, C K KRISHNAN, 
JAMAKHANDI SHYAM SUNDAR,  M 
KULKARNI) 

4th - VINAYAK'S TEAM ( P.N. MALHOTRA, 
G.P.SINHA, DAVID, SUBRAMANIAN 
ADINARAYANA,  P.S.N REDDY) 
 
5th - SUBARU'S TEAM (P. SUBBA RAO, R.V 
SUBRANIAN, T.T.CHARI, MRS LAKSHMI 
CHARI, A.VISHWANTHAN, T.N.TYAGARAJAN 
6th- NEST INN (R.KANNAN, S.K.CHARI,  
NIRANJAN , D.VIJAY,  UTTAM GUPTA AND 
C.R.BADRINATH) 
 
BOARD A MATCH: 
 
WINNERS - RYAN'S EXPRESS (SHIRIEN 
RYAN, FAROOQ DADHABHOY, 
VIJAYRAGHAVAN, HASIBUL HASAN , SUNIL 
VEGHESE AND SRI VERGHESE) 

RUNNER UP - BOAZ TEAM (R.N. 
SUBRAMANIAN, PICHAI ASOKAN, 
T.M.SURYANARAYAN, DR. P.D. BOAZ AND 
PRAJWAL) 

3rd - DR. KINI'S TEAM (DR. D. J. KINI, 
NINGIAH, R.V.RAMANI VASANTH  K.) 

4th – APPARAO’ S TEAM (M.R.G. APPARAO, 
CHANDRAMOULI, RAMKUMAR, R. 
VIJAYRAGHAVAN) 

5th - SANTA'S TEAM (S.K.IYENGAR, P.S. 
SANTHANAM, R.V.SUBRAMANIAN, V. 
KRISHNAN, DR. R.RAVI) 

6th PLACE - COIMBATORE BLUES (S.R.C 
SEKAR, SRINIVASAGAM, C.K.SRIDHAR, A.R. 
PRATAPAN.) 

- Reported by P. Narayan Iyer 
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AN AUSTRALIAN VIEW OF AN 
INDIAN BRIDGE TOURNAMENT 

- By Barbara Travis 

I recently spent 6 weeks in India, primarily on 
holiday but occasionally getting roped into playing 
bridge – of course. 

In Mumbai the teams tournament, sponsored by 
Johnson & Johnson, was a good alternative to 
sightseeing – which was rather non-existent a week 
after the terrorist attacks.  Whilst in Delhi I played 
one pairs session at the Delhi Bridge Association and 
the regular Saturday afternoon/evening teams event.  
I also played in the Baroda Bridge Association’s “All 
India Open Invitational Bridge Tournament 2008” 
which was sponsored by O.N.G.C. (Oil and Natural 
Gas Company) from 26th – 28th December.   

The latter was a 3-day tournament in Baroda (now 
called Vadodara).  In Indian terms I was led to 
believe that the prize money was ‘small’;  1st in the 
teams won 50,000R (which equated to approximately 
A$400 each), 1st in the pairs won 30,000R (nearly 
A$500 per player).  Relative to Australian congresses 
these amounts seemed substantial. 

This difference occurs because Indian events are 
company-sponsored whereas most Australian events 
are not sponsored, or certainly not sponsored in the 
same fashion. 

The format of the event differed from any Australian 
event in which I have played too. 

Day 1 of the teams event saw us play 6 x 10 board 
matches.  On Day 2 we played another 2 x 10 board 
matches to complete the qualifying. 8 teams qualified 
for quarter-finals (of the 30 participating). The 
eliminated players could then play in the Pairs 
qualifying rounds.   

We played a 20 board Quarter-Final (2 x 10 board 
segments), followed by a 20 board Semi-Final (2 x 
10 board segments).  The Semi-Final was meant to 
be 24 boards but was reduced for time reasons (and 
I suspect to accommodate a somewhat sick 
Barbara!). 

The losing Semi-Finalists proceeded into the Pairs 
Final on the last day.  In fact, the players from the 
team we defeated in the Semi-Final finished 1st and 
2nd in the Pairs! 

From the word go, we had a Closed Room and an 
Open Room.  We even had specific score sheets for 
the Closed Room and the Open Room.  You score in 
relation to NS and EW columns on the scoresheet;  
none of this +590 or -50 business, you just allocate 
the relevant score into the NS column or the EW 
column.  [I never quite adjusted to this way of 
scoring, so kept my own scoresheets for myself!] 

At the end of each match, the scoresheet from the 
Open Room is given to the players in the Closed 
Room to score-up.  The teams would agree the score 
and complete a ‘team score card’ with a cumulative 
tally of your score.  These ‘team score cards’ were 
returned to the Director to sort out the next round’s 
draw (then returned during the next match). 

In Mumbai little significance was paid to the term 
‘Closed Room’ with players who had finished their 
matches wandering into the Closed Room to watch 
team-mates, check scores, watch other tables…  This 
was totally foreign to me, especially having people 
wandering from table to table and following hands 
around.  In Baroda the Open Room players did seem 
to stay out of the Closed Room, which was far more 
comfortable to me.  

In India there are no dealing machines yet, so you 
shuffle and deal the boards at the table.  In the early 
rounds, we would play our five boards, place them in 
a bag with our table number and have the caddy 
swap the boards over with our other room.  After a 
few rounds, the top 10 teams (5 tables) only shuffled 
and dealt one board each, duplicating it for the other 
room.  A ‘central’ table then allowed us to grab each 
of the 10 boards – so we did play the same boards. 

This was a method with which I was familiar from my 
days at the NSW Bridge Association in the late 1970s 
and the SA Bridge Association of the early 1980s.  At 
the NSWBA we each used to take a suit and duplicate 
it around the table.  I remember Sue Lusk (at SABA) 
teaching me that it was easy to suit the whole deck 
(SA down to C2) and have one player deal out the 
cards.  Being the control freak that I am, that is what 
I did in India, leading to a quickly duplicated board at 
our table each match. 

One thing I never quite adjusted to was the opening 
lead situation.  The opening lead was made face-
down, as required.  However, rather than partner or 
declarer then giving ‘the go-ahead’ to face the lead, 
dummy then displayed their hand before the lead was 
faced.  As declarer or leader’s partner, I noticed 
myself regularly saying something in anticipation of 
the lead being faced… 

The final was played behind screens, though by now 
the Pairs Final was filling the general playing area.  
Our Closed Room for the Final was a lovely private 
room, however the Open Room was somewhat 
exposed being in the main ‘lobby’ area.  I was moved 
to photograph our bidding tray, given it was a metal 
tea tray   It worked perfectly well, though my bids 
were always at an odd angle in order to fit on the 
tray. 

I must comment on the food and hospitality though.  
In the Indian events I played you are always served 
with free tea or coffee.  In Mumbai lunch was 
included in the cost of the tournament.  In Baroda 
both lunch and dinner was provided each day.  All I 
can say is “Wow”.  Here we are at our Summer 
Festival of Bridge where we pay $3.30 for a cup of 
tea or coffee… and imagine a buffet lunch for free, let 
alone your dinner catered should you so desire! 

I thoroughly enjoyed my bridge experiences in India, 
and the differences in style were part of the pleasure.  
Some took some adjusting to, but that was part of 
the fun.  Many thanks to my Indian friends for their 
hospitality and willingness to cope with my foibles. 
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14th NEC Cup Bridge Festival 2009 
The 14th NEC Cup Bridge Festival 2009 was held at 
Yokohama, Japan from 9th to 15th Feb 2008. This 
year’s NEC cup again boasted of a very strong 
international field, including many of the world’s top 
players. Stage one was an 12-round Qualifying Swiss 
Teams consisting of 14-board matches, IMPs 
converted to Victory Points, using the 14-VP WBF 
scale, after which the top eight teams qualify for the 
KO phase.  

The 46-team field was divided into two groups with 
each of the top 23 teams paired at random against 
one of the 23 remaining teams. The subsequent 
pairing was to be based on the current VP totals.  

This year a new event - the Open IMP Pairs was 
introduced to be held on Friday, February 13 with the 
Yokohama Swiss Teams contested as a one-day event 
on Saturday, February 14. 

The defenders from Israel—the most successful team 
in NEC Cup history were back. This year the anchor 
pair, Michael Barel and Migry Campanile left the 
Yadlin brothers at home and were playing with Amir 
Levin and newcomer Nikolay Demirev from the 
USA. 

The Netherlands were there iwith the 2007 NEC Cup 
champions Ton Bakkeren and Huub Bertens 
playing with Louk Verhees and Ricco van Prooijen.  
Last year’s finalists The Latin (Frankie Frontaura, 
Diego Brenner, Federico and Gonzalo Goded) 
were also there. 

At the end of Day-1 (after 4 rounds) The Netherlands 
team (Ton Bakkeren, Huub Bertens, Louk Verhees & 
Ricco van Prooijen) led the field with 87 VPs.  HAYATE 
(Hiroaki Miura, Tomoyuki Harada, Keisuke Akama, 
Noriaki Koike) were 2nd with 82 VPs and FAIRY TALE 
(Kyoko Shimamura, Brian Senior, Ryo Okuno, Akira 
Ohara, Kazunori Sasaki, Akio Kurokawa) were 3rd with 
80 VPs. The ISRAEL team was on joint 13th position 
with 68 VPs. 

At the end of Day-2, The Netherlands with four more 
wins, were holding on to their TOP position with a 
slimmer lead. Their 157 VPs were just 2 VPs more 
than that of second place Oz Players (Ron Klinger, 
Ishmael Del’Monte, Robert Fruewirth, Matt 
Mullamphy) with 155 VPs. In third place, with 142 
VPs, were the China LongZhu National Women (Sun 
Ming, Wang Hongli, Wang Wenfei, Liu Yiqian, Yan Ru, 
Dong Yongling, Li Guohua [NPC], Ju Chuancheng 
[Coach]). The defending champions ISRAEL team 
were still on 11th position with 134 VPs with YEH Bros. 
& HACKETT on 8th & 9th position with 138 & 137 VPs 
respectively.  

At the end of the Day-3, The Netherlands with four 
more wins, topped the qualifiers to the quarter-final 
KO round with 240 VPs. Oz Players with 235 VPs were 
2nd followed in third place with 219 VPs by China 
LongZhu National Women. 

These three teams all retained their positions from 
the end of Day 2. The final rankings in the qualifying 
Swiss (12 rounds of 14 boards each) are shown 
below: 

1    The Netherlands  240 VPs 
2    Oz Players   235 
3    China National Women 219 
4    Japan Open   201 
5    China Evertrust Hold  199 
6    JUICE   197 
7/8 Japan Seniors  196 
7/8 SARA   196 

The surprising non-qualifiers were the defending 
Champion ISRAEL who finished 15th with 191 VPs. 
The Latin (Frankie Frontaura, Diego Brenner, Federico 
Goded, Gonzalo Goded) & HACKETT (Paul Hackett, 
Tom Hanlon, David Bakhshi, Artur Malinowski) teams 
just missed the QF berth with identical scores of 195. 
YEH Bros. finished at 19th position with 187. 

Quarter Finals – 2*16 Boards 

All the TOP 4 qualifying teams took early leads and 
held on to win matches against their opponents in the 
2*16 boards quarter–finals. The Netherlands beat 
SARA (Kumiko Sasahira, Fu Zhong, Liu Zheng, 
Takeshi Niekawa, Shugo Tanaka, Hiroki Yokoi) by 
99.5-95 (C/o 0.5-0, 63-43, 36-52); Oz Players beat 
Japan Seniors (Kyoko Ohno, Akihiko Yamada, 
Yoshiyuki Nakamura, Makoto Hirata) by 74.5-57 (C/o 
0.5-0, 46-19, 28-38); China LongZhu Women beat 
JUICE (Joey Silver, John Carruthers, Larry Mori, 
Venkatrao Koneru) by 43.5-36 (C/o 0.5-0, 22-15, 21-
21) and Japan Open beat China Evertrust Holding 
(Lin Rongqiang, Jiang Tong, Shi Zhengjun, Li Jie, Hou 
Xu, Liu Jing) by 123.5-81(C/o 0.5-0, 58-49, 65-32). 

Semi Finals – 2*16 Boards 

There were no upsets in the Quarter-finals, but both 
Semi-finals produced an upset. In the first semifinal, 
Japan Open beat The Netherlands (Ton Bakkeren, 
Huub Bertens, Louk Verhees, Ricco van Prooijen) by 
59-38.5 (C/o 0-0.5, 36-8, 23-30). In the second 
semi-final China LongZhu Women beat Oz Players 
(Ron Klinger, Ishmael Del’Monte, Robert Fruewirth, 
Matt Mullamphy) by 91-58.5 (C/o 0-0.5, 47-29, 44-
29). 

Final – 4* 16 Boards 
China LongZhu National Women (Sun Ming, Wang 
Hongli, Wang Wenfei, Liu Yiqian, Yan Ru, Dong 
Yongling, Li Guohua (NPC) & Ju Chuancheng (Coach)) 
became the 2009 NEC Cup Champions by beating  
Japan Open (Kazuo Furuta, Chen Dawei, Masayuki 
Ino, Tadashi Imakura, Tadashi Teramoto, Masaaki 
Takayama) by 130.5-122 (C/O: 0.5-0, 25-38, 32-
48, 51-12, 22-24) in a thrilling, back-and-forth, 
nail-biting final that came down to the last few 
boards. 

 

International Bridge News 
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The Chinese Women got off to a slow first half, 
trailing by 86-57 at the break. But they blew the 
match wide open with a 51-12 third quarter to take 
the lead by 10. Japan Open re-took the lead with just 
a few boards left to play and it looked like the home 
town favourites were going to win after all. But once 
again the ladies from China staged a final comeback 
to win by 8 imps.  

Congratulations to both teams for an exciting 
and entertaining match.  

 
Yokohama IMP Pairs – Final Results 
1. Kyoko Shimamura - Brian Senior 2529 IMPs 
2. Ryo Matsubara - Mark LaForge 1426 
3. Paul Hackett - Tom Hanlon  1160 
4. Ari Greenberg - Kazuhiko Yamada   991 
5. Kazunori Sasaki - Michiko Iwahashi   985 
6. Misako Fukazawa - Akiko Kawabata     952 

Yokohama Swiss Teams:   
25 Teams participated and the final Results were: 

1. Frankie Frontaura, Gonzalo Goded, Federico 
Goded, Ruri Ote – 191 VPs 

2. Ton Bakkeren, Huub Bertens, Louk Verhees, 
Ricco van Prooijen - 181 

3. Kumiko Sasahira, Fu Zhong, Hiroki Yokoi, Shugo 
Tanaka - 179 

4. Lin Rongqiang, Jiang Tong, Shi Zhengjun, Li Jie, 
Hou Xu, Liu Jing - 174 

5. Takahiko Hirata, Kazuhiko Yamada, Masaru 
Yoshida, Ari Greenberg - 169 

6. Yoko Nenohi, Zhang Shudi, Hiroko Sekiyama, 
Yoichi Ito - 168 

7. Paul Hackett, Tom Hanlon, David Bakhshi, Artur 
Malinowski - 166 

8. Joey Silver, John Carruthers, Larry Mori, 
Venkatrao Koneru - 157 

 

Asuka Cup (Open Pairs): 
The top Finishers in Asuka Cup were: 

1. Masayuki Ino–Kyoko Toyofuku 2927.11  
2. Liu Jing–Li Jie    2678.77  
3. Masakazu Hirota–Shuko Umeda  2675.36  
4. Keiko Furuya–Takehiko Tada  2620.38 
5. Amir Levin–Michael Barel   2617.76 
6. Diego Brenner–Kyoko Shimamura  2613.92 
7. Hisami Kataoka–Hideo Togawa  2603.46 
8. Tomoko Sakai–Akiko Miyata   2584.62 
9. Ishmael Del'Monte–Shoko Imai  2583.35 
10. Morris Chang–Patrick Huang   2577.21 
 
JCBL Pairs: 
1. Goro Nakasone–Lia Maria Nakasone  28.50 
2. Tadashi Tsuyama–Koichi Okitani  26.50 
3. Shintaro Sugio–Takashi Hirai  25.00 
4. Akitoshi Nagao–Ritsuko Nagao  25.00 
 
 

(Courtesy:  Daily Bulletins of NEC Cup 2009) 
 

2009 YEH BROS CUP  

The Yeh Bros Cup Bridge Invitation is regarded as one 
of the most prestigious tournaments in the world. 
Participation is by invitation only and includes leading 
teams from World and Zonal championships.  

Following an invitation from the Gold Coast Congress, 
Mr Yeh Chen, the Queensland Bridge Association and 
the Australian Bridge Federation brought the 2009 
edition of the Yeh Bros Cup to the Broadbeach 
Islands, Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia. from 26th 
Feb to 2nd March 2009.  

With prize money exceeding $US165,000 
($A250,000), the 11th edition of the event attracted 
many star players from all over the globe, turning it 
into one of the strongest Yeh Bros Cup field in the 
history of the event with as many as 8 of the world's 
top 11 ranked players and 19 of the top 31 
participating in the event.  

Out of the 24 invited teams participating in the event, 
besides the host - Yeh Bros. team, 4 teams were from 
Australia, 3 from China, 1 each from Chinese Taipei, 
Japan and New Zealand, 2 from India, 2 each from 
Italy, Norway & USA and 1 each from Netherlands, 
Sweden, England, Lithuania and a “Global” team 
consisting of S. Africans, Australians & Irish players.  

As per the tournament format 10 round Swiss of 10 
board matches was to be played, to qualify 15 teams 
+ Yeh Bros. (The sponsor’s) team to a knock-out 
stage. The remaining eight teams dropping into the 
Swiss Plate. If you finished in the top eight you were 
deemed undefeated and played next round in the 
undefeated pool; lose once, and you drop into the 
once-defeated pool, lose a second time and you are in 
the Swiss Plate. If you finish in the second eight you 
are deemed once defeated; you'd better not lose 
again! Everyone keeps playing until they are 
eliminated into the Plate or undefeated.  

On the first day after 5 rounds, USA Hampson with 
101 VPs and Bridge I Norge on 92 were on 1st & 2nd 
positions respectively. The standing was: 

1. USA Hampson  101 
2. Bridge I Norge    92 
3. Yeh Bros     92 
4. Global     91 
5. Netherlands    88 
6. Aust Selected    86 
7. China LongZhu    84 
8. India National    82 

The “India National” - (Mrs. Kiran Nadar, B. 
Satyanarayana, Subhash Gupta, K.R. Venkatraman & 
Sunit Chokshi) beat China Hu Bei 17-13 in R1; beat 
Global 16-14 in R2; drew with New Zealand 15-15 in 
R3; lost to Australia Open 12-18 in R4 and beat Japan 
Senior by 22-8 in R5, for a total score of 82. 

The other Indian team - “India Venkatesh” (G. 
Venkatesh, J.M. Shah, P. Sridhar, B. Prabhakar) beat 
China Shanghai by 25-5 in R1; beat Japan Seniors by 
20-10 in R2; lost to Global by 10-20 in R3; lost 9-21 
to USA Hampson in R4 and lost 13-17 to China 
LongZhu in R5 for a total of 77 VPs and 10th position. 
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At the end of Day-2 after 10 rounds of the Qualifying 
Swiss, the final rankings were:  
1  Netherlands   182 VPs 
2  England   181 
3  USA Hampson   178 
4  China LongZhu  175 
4  Global    175 
6  Australia Selected  167 
7  Sweden   164 

Yeh Bros   139 
8  Bridge I Norge   159 
9  Japan Senior   157 
10  India National   154 
11  USA Stansby   152 
12  Italy Cayne   150 
13  Australia Open   145 
14  New Zealand   143 
15  Norway    142 
16  India Venkatesh  139 
18  Australian Youth  138 
19  China Hu Bei   137 
20  Chinese Taipei   136 
21  Lithuania   128 
22  Italy Lavazza   126 
23  China Shanghai   116 
24  Australia PABF   101 

The top 7 teams along with the seeded Yeh Bros team 
qualified for upper bracket and teams ranked from 8 
to 15 qualified for lower bracket of the 32-board 
Knock-out stage. The rest of the non-qualified teams 
went to the Swiss Plate stage. 

India National beat Australia Selected by 17-13 in 
R6; lost to India Venkatesh by 8-22 in R7; beat 
Bridge I Norge by 16-14 in R8; lost 11-19 to Italy 
Cayne in R9 and beat USA Stansby by 20-10 in R10, 
for a total score of 154 in their qualifying rounds. 

India Venkatesh lost 5-25 to Netherlands in R6; 
beat India National by 22-8 in R7; lost 9-21 to 
Sweden in R8; lost 12-18 to New Zealand in R9 and 
lost 14-16 to Italy Cayne in R10. Their total of 139 
secured them only the 16th position and they got 
eliminated from the KO stage.  
Knock out Stage: The results of the Stage one 
(2*16 boards) of the Knockout stage were: 
Top Bracket: (undefeated pool) 
1. Sweden beat Yeh Bros. by 70-56 (38-29, 32-27) 
2. USA Hampson beat China LongZhu by 84-38 

(34-25, 50-13)  
3. England beat Global by 89-68 (28-29, 61-39)  
4. Netherlands beat Australia Selected by 118-41 

(35-27, 83-14) 
Lower Bracket: 
1. Bridge I Norge beat Norway (Aa - Goren - 

Helgemo - Helness) by 81-38 (51-17, 30-21) 
2. USA Stansby beat Italy Cayne (Balicki - Cayne - 

Lauria - Seamon - Versace - Zmudzinski) by 59-
46 (19-21, 40-25) 

3. India National beat Australia Open (Brightling - 
Gill - Klinger - Mullamphy - Richman - Thomson) 
by 60-44 (31-20, 29-24) 

4. New Zealand beat Japan Senior (Hirata - Ino - 
Nakamura - Ohno - Yamada) by 79-38 (39-6, 40-
32) 

Knockout Stage two (2*16 boards) 

Top Bracket: (undefeated pool) 
1. Sweden beat USA Hampson by 78-66 (20-41, 

58-25) 
2. Netherlands beat England by 74-57 (20-42, 54-

15) 

At the half-way point both Netherlands and Sweden 
would have been huge underdogs to win their 
matches, down 22 and 21 imps respectively to 
England and USA Hampson. In fact at the start of the 
second half Netherlands took the lead, but led by only 
nine imps with three deals to go. A game swing at the 
end made the margin 17 imps. 

Sweden ran it far closer; with seven deals to go they 
trailed by 22 imps. With one deal left a game swing 
left them one imp behind. And on the final deal a 
penalty of 800 gave them a double figure swing, to 
win by 12 imps.  

Lower Bracket: 
1. Bridge I Norge beat Yeh Bros. (Barel - 

Campanile - Lasut - Manoppo - Shih - Yeh) 75-61 
(41-31, 34-30) 

2. USA Stansby beat China LongZhu (JM Dai - Z Fu 
- WM Wang - LX Yang - J Zhao - ZJ Zhuang) by 
64-48 (42-20, 22-28)  

3. India National beat Global (Apteker - Burgess - 
Gower - Hanlon - Marston - McGann) by 91-64 
(27-20, 64-44) 

4. Australia Selected beat New Zealand (Cornell - 
Scott - Tislevoll - Ware - Whibley – Wignall) by 
67-53 (48-22, 19-31) 

Knockout Stage Three: (2*16 boards) 

Top Bracket: (undefeated pool) 

Netherlands beat Sweden by 76-36 (30-28, 46-8) to 
earn themselves the birth in to the finals. They led by 
only 2 IMPs after the first set but the 2nd set 
completely belonged to them. 

Lower Bracket (2*8 board matches between 
each team) 

In the first triangle England, Bridge I Norge & USA 
Stansby fought for the next round. Bridge I Norge 
scored a convincing victory against England and 
managed to edge out USA Stansby in a close fought 
affair and qualified to the next round. England (Gold - 
J Hackett - P Hackett - Townsend) and USA Stansby 
(Carruthers - J Stansby - L Stansby - Weinstein) went 
out of the KO stage. 

The second triangle results were: 
USA Hampson beat Australia Selected by 29-23 (14-
17, 15-6); Australia Selected beat India Nationals by 
57-13 (22-13, 35-0) whereas USA Hampson beat 
India Nationals by 33- 24 (14-4, 19-20). 
USA Hampson with 2 wins qualified for the last 
knockout stage but Australia Selected (Del'Monte - 
Fruewirth - Hans - Nunn) and India Nationals 
(Chokshi - Gupta - Nadar - Satyanarayana - 
Venkatraman) went out of the KO stage. 

So it was a fight between USA-Hampson, Bridge I 
Norge & Sweden for the right to reach the finals. 
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Knockout Stage Four: (2*16 boards) 

At the half it was anybody's game, with the 
Norwegians the slight favourites, since they had a big 
lead on Hampson and were only just behind Sweden. 
Norway retained their lead over Hampson, but had a 
series of catastrophes against Sweden, and lost 49 
imps in the eight-board set. All of this meant that 
Sweden could afford to lose narrowly to Hampson and 
still finish up winners overall. The triangle results 
were: 

Bridge I Norge beat USA Hampson 62-32 (32-3, 30-
29) 
Sweden beat Bridge I Norge 88-32 (25-18, 63-14) 
USA Hampson beat Sweden 33-29 (15-4, 18-25)  

Each team won one match and lost one, but Sweden 
were the only team with positive imps. 

So it was Sweden Vs. Netherlands in the finals with 
USA-Hampson fighting it out with Bridge I Norge for 
the 3rd / 4th position. 

Final: (4*12 boards) 

The Netherlands started the match with a 6.5 IMPs 
carryover due to their "undefeated" status. Sweden 
won the first set by 26-16 but Netherlands recovered 
well to take the 2nd set 34-22. The score at half way 
stage was quite competitive at 56.5-48 in favour of 
the Netherlands. God knows what Netherlands 
players had for lunch, but after that it was a total one 
side match there after as they blitzed their opponents 
in the last 2 sets. The final score: 

The Netherlands beat Sweden 167.5-66 (CO: 6.5-0, 
16-26, 34-22, 55-17, 56-1) 

3rd & 4th Places: (3*12 boards) 
USA Hampson beat Bridge I Norge 117-65 (20-40, 
57, 6, 40-19)  

The final ranking:  

1. Netherlands - Sjoert Brink, Bas Drijver, Ton 
Bakkeren, Huub Bertens – US$ 75,000 

2. Sweden - Bjorn Fallenius, Fredrik Nystrom, Peter 
Fredin, Peter Bertheau - US$ 30,000 

3. USA Hampson - Jeff Meckstroth, Eric Rodwell, 
Geoff Hampson, Curtis Cheek, Joe Grue - US$ 
12,000 

4. Bridge I Norge - Geir Brekka, Boye Brogeland, 
Espen Lindqvist, Odin Svendsen, Erik 
Saelensminde - US$ 6,000 

The consolation Team event (Swiss Plate) was won 
by China LongZhu with 146 VPs ($US 4000). Lithania 
with 142 VPs were 2nd ($US 2000) & Italy Lavazza 
with 138 were 3rd ($US 1000). India Venkatesh 
finished at 11th position with 125 VPs. 

Open Pairs: 

50 Pairs participated in the event. After a qualifying 
round, 30 pairs qualified for the semi-final round. 

Only 9 pairs went through to the final round where 
they were joined by the sponsor pair. The remaining 
Pairs along with the top eliminators of round 1 played 
a consolation event.  
 

G Venkatesh - JM Shah (-9), K Venkatraman - C 
Boylson (-16), P Sridhar - B Prabhakar (-18), K Nadar 
- B Satyanarayana (-21) all got eliminated in the 
semi-final round. 

The final results were: 

1. Lorenzo Lauria – Alfredo Versace  31 IMPs 
2. N Bocchi - A Madala   15 
3. A Zmudzinski - C Balicki   14 
4. I DelMonte - R Fruewirth   12 
5. M Ware - M Whibley     7 
6. A Kowalski - Jedi   -3 
7. Z Zhuang - W Wang   -3 
8. H Weinstein - J Carruthers   -7 
9. M Prescott - P Gosney   -17 
10. C Yeh - J Shih   -49 

The winners took the first prize of $20,000. The 
runners-up got $8000; whereas 3rd holders received 
$3000. 

In an interview with Mr. Yeh it was confirmed that 
there will definitely be a staging of the Yeh Bros Cup 
Bridge Invitational in 2010, with the venue yet to be 
announced. It was also announced that commencing 
in 2010, the Yeh Cup would be held every two years. 
2010 has been selected as the start of the two-yearly 
cycle, since there is no Bermuda Bowl, but only the 
Rosenblum Cup. 

(Courtesy:  Tournament Daily Bulletins) 

Interesting Deals from 
NEC CUP 2009 

Taking Your Chances 
Tom Hanlon of HACKETT team reached a delicate 
contract in their Swiss Qualifying Round 2 Vs. TAKA, 
and when he was given a small chance he grabbed it 
with both hands. 

Board 27, Dealer: South, Vul: None 

   

©AK5 
¨Q832 
§AQJ2 
¦A9 

   

©QT9876 
¨AT95 
§K 
¦43  

©432 
¨J6 
§T973 
¦KT82 

  

©J 
¨K74 
§8654 
¦QJ765 

  

OPEN ROOM: 
West      North East    South 
            Pass 
1S      DBL  2S    2NT (1) 
Pass      3NT  All Pass 
(1) – Minors 
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On the lead of ©10 (can you make a case for leading 
the queen here?) Hanlon (South) scored his ©J and 
took immediate diamond finesse. The sight of the §K 
was both good and bad news; now he needed to find 
three more tricks from the hearts and clubs. The 
natural thing to do was to lead a heart to the king. 
When West won the ace he knew his partner needed 
the ¦K for the defenders to have a chance to set the 
game, so he shifted to a club, ducked by Hanlon to 
the king. Back came a spade and now Hanlon won in 
dummy, ducked a heart, and won the spade return. 
When he cashed his red-suit winners East had to 
pitch a club on the last heart. Now Hanlon threw him 
in with a diamond at trick 12 and the forced club 
return to declarer’s queen at trick 13 was declarer’s 
ninth trick. 

Qual. Swiss Round 7: Hackett vs HAYATE 
Board 1, Dealer: North, Vul: None 

   

©J8 
¨AKQ62 
§A84 
¦AQ3 

   

©KQ43 
¨JT4 
§T765 
¦87  

©T952 
¨987 
§KQ93 
¦62 

  

©A76 
¨53 
§J2 
¦KJT954 

  

Open Room: 
West          North  East   South 
Malinowski    Miura  Bakhshi  Koike 

       2NT  Pass   3C(1) 
Pass         3NT(2)  Pass   4C(3) 
Pass         4D(4)  Pass   5C(5) 
Pass         5H(6)  Pass   6C(7) 
Pass         7D   Pass   7NT 
All Pass 
 
(1) Puppet Stayman ; (2) Five hearts 
(3) Slam try in diamonds; (4) RKCB (in Diamond) 
(5) 2 plus the DQ; (6) Asks for kings; (7) SK 

Closed Room: 

West        North  East   South 
Harada        Hackett  Akama   Hanlon 

      2NT  Pass   3C 
Pass        3H   Pass   3NT 
All Pass 

North and South were clearly on very different 
wavelengths here, South thinking his bids were 
natural and North thinking South was inviting slam in 
diamonds. (The annotations in the auction above are 
from the North player’s perspective; presumably 
explaining what their system notes say the bids 
mean.) But all’s well that ends well, and Miura was a 
happy soldier when, after winning the opening DK 
lead, he tested hearts, found them to be three-three, 
and claimed 13 tricks for +1520. 
 

At the other table Paul Hackett and Tom Hanlon had a 
simple (which is not to say simple-minded) auction to 
3NT. It is easy to try to blame Hanlon for signing off 
in game over 3H, but where is it written that Papa 
Hackett needed to have a source of tricks in the form 
of a “running” heart suit. Give Hackett something like 
©KQx ¨AKQJx §Qxx ¦Qx and 3NT is the limit of the 
hand after a diamond lead. Plus 520 was 14 imps to 
HAYATE. 

Two other pairs reached 7NT (Frontaura-Brenner for 
The Latin, Odaira-Saito for Kimura@Yokohama), one 
pair reached 7C (Rongqiang - Tong for China 
Evertrust Holding group), one pair reached 6NT, and 
18 pairs reached 6C. 

The following deal was defended very nicely to 
produce a game swing in the 10th round Swiss 
qualifying match between Oz and China Evertrust.  

Board 28, Dealer: West, Vul: N-S 

   

©96 
¨A82 
§763 
¦Q8432 

   

©KQT54 
¨KQT 
§AKQ95 
¦  

©J8 
¨4 
§T842 
¦AKJ976 

  

©A732 
¨J97653 
§J 
¦T5 

  

 
East declared 3NT here (as did both tables in our 
feature match) where most E/W pairs played in 
diamonds, at the five level or higher. (In our feature 
match 3NT made at both tables, in one case declarer 
taking nine tricks and in the other case 11 tricks.) 

Fruewirth, South, led a low heart and when declarer 
played the king Del’Monte ducked, signalling an even 
(!) number of cards. Declarer led a spade to the jack 
and Verhees won (if he ducks that is declarer’s ninth 
trick) and led another heart. When declarer tried the 
queen, Del’Monte pounced on it with the ace and the 
defense rattled off four more hearts to set 3NT two 
tricks, +100.  

Three other E/W pairs played no-trump games; one 
went down. Twelve other pairs bid 6D; six made it. 

 

 

(Courtesy:  Daily Bulletins of NEC Cup 2009) 
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This was the hand of the event: 
Board 6, Dealer: East, Vul: EW 

   

©KQT9765 
¨543 
§2 
¦T6 

   

©A83 
¨T 
§AK953 
¦J854  

©J2 
¨AK92 
§Q86 
¦AKQ9 

  

©4 
¨QJ876 
§JT74 
¦732 

  

WEST        NORTH  EAST     SOUTH 
Prabhakar   Satya  Sridhar     Nadar 

1C     Pass 
2D(1)        3S   Dbl     Pass 
3NT        Pass  4NT     Pass 
5H        Pass  5NT     Pass 
7C        All pass 

(1) Unbalanced GF club raise 
WEST      NORTH  EAST    SOUTH 
V.raman    Venkatesh  Chokshi   Shah 

1C    Pass 
1D      3S   Dbl    Pass 
3NT      All pass 
I'm not sure what Venkatraman should have bid over 
the double; my view is that 4S is about right – let 
partner make the running thereafter. He did not see 
it that way, and 3NT became the final contract. 
Declarer brought home 12 tricks, and so there were 
29 imps riding on the fate of 7C, a contract reached 
at only three tables. 
On Nadar's spade lead Sridhar won and ruffed a 
heart, drew a round of trumps and ruffed a heart high 
which was by no means clearly right to do) then drew 
trumps and cashed HA. This was the ending: 

   

©KQT9 
¨ 
§2 
¦ 

   

© 
¨ 
§AK953 
¦  

©J 
¨ 
§Q86 
¦9 

  

© 
¨Q 
§JT74 
¦ 

  

At this point Sridhar knew that North had 7-3-1-2 
shape, but he no longer had an entry back to hand to 
take the diamond finesse twice. Playing the odds, he 
took immediate diamond finesse and won a large 
round of applause from his compatriots, not to 
mention his partner. 
Was there a better line on a spade lead? I can't see 
it. Let's see what happened at the other tables where 
the grand slam was declared. 

Interesting Deals from 
YEH BROS CUP 2009 

These were some of the interesting deals reported in 
the Daily Bulletins of the event (All comments are of 
the editor of the Daily Bulletins): 

Round 7 – India Venkatesh Vs. India National 

Board 2, Dealer: East, Vul: NS 

   

©KQJ6 
¨976 
§T73 
¦K74 

   

©7542 
¨QT2 
§KQ 
¦AJ65  

©9 
¨A8 
§AJ6542 
¦Q932 

  

©AT83 
¨KJ543 
§98 
¦T8 

  

WEST        NORTH  EAST     SOUTH 
Prabhakar   Satya  Sridhar     Nadar 

      1D    1H 
Dbl      2D   Pass    2H 
3H      Pass   3NT    Pass 
Pass      Dbl   4C    Pass 
5C      All Pass 

WEST      NORTH  EAST    SOUTH 
V.raman    Venkatesh  Chokshi   Shah 

1D    Pass 
1S     Pass   2D    Pass 
3NT     All Pass 

I'm not sure many people would agree with Shah's 
pass of 1D but it undeniably worked well for Team 
Venkatesh. I'm positive that while there are people 
who would follow a route other than the one 
Venkatraman did, his was the normal but 
unsuccessful route. He could survive the first hurdle 
when spades broke 4-4 but not the second one when 
the club finesse lost. 

In the other room Nadar's overcall was surely going 
to get her side off to the wrong lead (note how well 
Prabhakar had done to get 3NT played the right way 
up, by his hyper-aggressive cuebid of 3H rather than 
the value bid of 2NT). The double of 3NT might have 
changed Nadar's lead; Sridhar did not stick around to 
find out. To beat 5C the defenders needed to under 
lead SA for the heart shift.  

As Dana Carvey embodying GHW Bush might say: 
'Not gonna happen!" After the heart lead declarer put 
up the HQ and claimed 11 tricks a moment later, and 
10 imps were well earned - since only two other 
tables made game. One was in 3NT on a heart lead 
from South, one in 3NT on a heart lead from North 
and a continuation. 5C by West was defeated the 
only time it was reached (anyone for a 2C response 
to 1D?). 
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Erik Saelensminde as East was not tested to find any 
brilliancy as declarer, since after his opponents had 
sacrificed in 6S he was blessed with a low diamond 
lead. which made it easier to play the suit for five 
tricks. David Gold and Tom Townsend bid 1C-2C-
(3S)-Dbl-4D-4H-4S-4NT-5H-5NT-7C. 
Double was a stopper-ask, and 4NT key-card. On a 
trump lead Gold took the C10 with CQ and should 
have ruffed two hearts in dummy at once. In fact he 
drew a second trump and then ruffed two hearts in 
dummy using the DQ as a re-entry. Then he ruffed 
out the diamonds, leaving a trump at large, and drew 
the last trump, with SA as a re-entry to the board at 
the end.  

KO – 3, Session – 2, Sweden Vs. Netherlands 
Board 19, Dealer: South, Vul: EW 

   

©A94 
¨AQ965432 
§97 
¦ 

   

©T7 
¨8 
§J632 
¦KQJ862  

©632 
¨T 
§KT84 
¦AT975 

  

©KQJ85 
¨KJ7 
§AQ5 
¦43 

  

Open Room 
WEST        NORTH  EAST     SOUTH 
Bertheau     Drijver  Nystrom   Brink 

   1S 
Pass        2D(H)  Pass     3H (1) 
Pass        5C   Pass     5S 
Pass        5NT  Pass     6S 
Pass        7H   All Pass 
1) Fit and a good hand 
Closed Room 
WEST        NORTH  EAST     SOUTH 
Bakkeren    Fredin  Bertens     Fallenius 

   1S 
Pass        2H   Pass     3H 
Pass        4D short  Pass     4Scue 
Pass        4NT  Pass     5H 
Pass       6H  All Pass 
Again a very practical and effective auction by the 
Dutch allowed them to reach the top spot of 7H. The 
key bid is Drijver's second round jump to 5C, 
exclusion RKCB, a very descriptive and totally safe 
action since it would still allow the pair to stop in 5H, 
if South held only the one keycard he had already 
promised with his 3H bid. At the other table Fredin, 
perhaps worried by his doubleton diamond, opted for 
a less cooperative route to slam, starting with an 
intentionally deceptive 4D bid, assumed to show 
shortness, and following up with 4NT despite his club 
void. Naturally that meant he could not effectively 
identify the two keycards promised by Fallenius with 
his 5H reply and had to place the contract in 6H, 
losing another 11 IMPs for Sweden. 

Courtesy: Daily Bulletins of YEH Bros. Cup 2009

N. Ramaratnam Memorial Open 
Bridge Tournament 2009 

The 32nd N. Ramaratnam Memorial Open Bridge 
tournament conducted under the auspices of 
Tamilnadu Bridge Association & Chennai District 
Bridge Assocaition was held at Mylapore Club, 
Chennai on 21 and 22 February 2009.  

The detail report of the two day tournament is 
furnished hereunder. 

The main event was won by Boaz's team 
consisting of Dr. P.D. Boaz, P. Sridhar, N. 
Kirubakaramurthy, Uttam Gupta, Kumar and  
T.M.Suryanarayana. They beat Nest Inn – B (N. 
Sriram, D. Vijay, C.R. Badrinath, R. Krishnan, 
Prajwal) by a margin of 27 imps in a 24 boards 
final.  

Earlier Dr. Boaz beat Mylapore club team (P. 
Narayan Iyer, V.N. Ramamurthy, S. Sankaran, 
S.V. Raghava, K. Chandramouli, C. 
Mohanakrishnan) in one of the semi finals while 
Nest Inn B beat Gowri's team (V.G. GowriShankar, 
T.M. Ravindran, A. Sridhar, Ravichandran, C.S. 
Narayanan) in the other semi finals. 
  
The Board a match event was won by Gowri's 
team (V.G. Gowri Shankar, T.M. Ravindran, R. 
Ravichandran and R.S. Narayanan). Commandos 
team (R. Jagadeseesan, G. Koteeswaran, C. 
Mohanakrishnan and Cmdr. Ilangovan) finished 
runner up. Lalitha's team (Mrs. Lalitha 
Lakshmanan, Lakshmanan, Hari and Latha) were 
third and Mylapore Club (S.V.Raghavan, P.Narayan 
Iyer, V.N. Ramamurthi, S. Sankaran) were fourth. 
  
Pair Event Results: 
 
North /South 

1. Ganesan and R.S.Narayanan 
2. Sunil Verghese and Sri Verghese 
3. Peryaswamy and L.S.Subramanian 
4. Bansal and Chudi Raghavan. 
  
East West 

1. S.Dang and K.Chandramouli, 
2. P.Sridhar-Uttam Gupta 
3. R. Kanan- T.R. Krishnan 
4. Sherien Ryan and Farooq Dhadhabhoy. 
  
The Prize distribution function was presided over 
by M. Ram Santhanam, Managing Director, Wheels 
India Ltd. and the prizes were given away by Mr. 
V. Muralidharan, CMD, PVA Market 
Sourcing Solutions Ltd. 
 

- Reported by P. Narayan Iyer  
 
 



 

Delhi Bridge Association Newsletter       Vol. 6 Issue 9 – February 2009 Page 16 of 16 

 

CONTACT US:  

You can send your bridge articles, comments, 
results & tournament schedules to us on the 
following e-mails: 

tcpant@hotmail.com,  
sgaggarwal@gmail.com  
 

Editorial board 
Mr. T.C. Pant, Editor  
Mr. S.N. Mathur, Mr. Sudhir Aggarwal 

Technical Consultants: 

Mr. Subhash Gupta, Mr. B. Satyanarayana 
 

IMPORTANT:   This Newsletter is only for Free Circulation and not for Sale. 

DELHI BRIDGE SCHEDULE 
1. Pair event on every Tuesday evening from 1830 

Hrs. onwards & Team event on every Saturday 
from 1430 Hrs. onwards at Delhi Bridge 
Association Bldg., 18, Institutional Area, Lodi 
Estate. Contact: T.C. Pant – 09811094407. 

2. Open Pairs tournament on every Friday at 
FRIENDS CLUB, Friends Colony (West), from 
1400 Hrs organized by the Ladies Bridge 
Association. Contact: Mrs. Shashi Jain – 0120-
2512470. 

3. Open Pairs tournament on the first Sunday of 
every month in the evening at Vasant Vihar Club. 
Contact: Amarjit Wadhawan - 09811452647 

4. A monthly Pairs event, sponsored by Indian Oil 
Corporation Ltd held every 3rd Sunday afternoon 
at IOC Bhavan, Yusuf Sarai. Contact: Amarjit 
Wadhawan - 09811452647 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 2009 

National 

07-08 Mar: All India Mrs. Rama Jain Memorial, Delhi 
04-06 Apr: Justice J.M. Lal Memorial OPEN, Pune 
19-26 Apr: 40th Summer Nationals, Pune 
02-05 Jul: Madhava Prasad Memorial 
24-26 Jul: Hindalco Tournament at Renukoot, UP 
25-26 Jul: Goa Tournament at Panjim  
13-16 Aug: HCL Tournament, NOIDA 
17-20 Sep: G M Modi Memorial, Nainital 
03-06 Oct: Tolani Grand Prix, Mumbai 
02-13 Dec: 51st Winter Nationals, Bangalore 

International 

06-10 May: 35th Invitational Cavendish, Las Vegas 
05-06 Jun: World Wide Bridge Contest 
12-27 Jun: 4th European Open Championship, San 

Reno, Italy 
23 Jul – 2 Aug: Summer NABC, Washington 
15-23 Aug: 1st World Youth Bridge Championship, 

Istanbul, Turkey 
29 Aug – 12 Sep: Bermuda Bowl, Venice & Senior 

Cup, Sao Paulo, Brazil  
26 Nov-06 Dec: Fall NABC, San Diego, USA 
 

40th SUMMER NATIONALS - 
SCHEDULE 

The 40th Summer National Bridge 
Championships 2009 will be held at Shiv 
Chhatrapati Sports Complex, Balewadi, 
Pune, Maharashtra from 19th to 26th April 
2009.  
The Programme is: 

Apr 19: Rounds 1-8 of 8 bds – TP Khosla 
Apr 20: Rounds 9-16 of 8 bds – TP Khosla 
Apr 21: Rounds 17-19 (8 Bds) – TP Khosla 

(8 teams to qualify for QF)  
           : TP Khosla QF – 42 Boards 
Apr 22: TP Khosla SF (36 Boards) 
           : Agarwala (1st Elim – 2 Sessions) 
Apr 23: TP Khosla Final (36 boards) 
           : Agarwala (1st Elim–Sess. 3 to 5) 
Apr 24: Agarwala – 2nd Elim (3 Sessions) 
Apr 25: Agarwala Finals (Rounds 1-8) 
Apr 26: Agarwala Finals (Rounds 9-15) 

JUSTICE J.M. LAL MEMORIAL OPEN 
BRIDGE CHAMPIONSHIPS 2009 

The Justice J.M. Lal Memorial Open Bridge 
Championships 2009 organized jointly by 
PYC Hindu Gymkhana will be held at PYC 
Hindu Gymkhana, PUNE, Maharashtra from 
4th to 6h April 2009.  

Contact: Suhas Vaidya: 09423138157 

e-mail: Suhasvaidya10@gmail.com 
 

  ALL INDIA RAMA JAIN MEMORIAL 
BRIDGE TOURNAMENT  

The Delhi Bridge Association will hold the 
28th edition of the ALL INDIA MRS. RAMA 
JAIN MEMORIAL TIMES NATIONAL PAIRS 
BRIDGE TOURNAMENT on 7th & 8th March 
2009 at DBA Building, 18, Institutional Area, 
Lodhi Estate, New Delhi. 

 


